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dov;  wash,  a  chenille  "bedspread?  home  economists  of  the  U.S. Depart- 

Can  woolen  skirts  he  washed  at  home?  ment  of  Agriculture 
how  remove  grease  from  wall-paper? 
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^long  with  other  good  resolutions  these  first  weeks  of  the  year, 
many  homemakers  get  a  cleaning  urge.     The  darkest  days  of  the  winter  are 
past,  and  things  that  need  cleaning  stand  out  more  as  the  days  jjrow  lighter 
and  longer.    Just  now,  there's  an  adued  reason  for  cleaning,     keeping  things 
clean  makes  them  last  longer.     And  many  present  possessions  need  to  last  un- 
til the  war  is  over  and  factories  can  again  make  enough  civilian  gooes  to 
^o  round. 

So  today's  questions  are  about  making  things  cleaner  arouad  the  house.. 
..washing  a  spread....  washing  wool  skirts....  getting  a  grease  spot  off 
wall-paper.     Textile  and  equipment  specialists  of  the  U.S.  Jepartment  of 
Agriculture  give  the  answers. 

Tiie  first  letter  says;     "I  have  a  large  cotton  chenille  bedspread 
wuich  I  have  had  dry-cleaned  several  times,     how  I  hear  that  tn.is  uind  of 
spread,  launders  well.     Can  you  give  me  some  instructions  for  washing  it  at 
nome?11  %j\  ~  i  BR 

As  a  rule,  this  type  of  bedspread  is  marked  washable  when  you  buy  it. 
And  a  cotton  chenille  spread  usually  does  launder  Well....  providing  you 
take  reasonable  care  with  it. 

Textile  experts  of  the  department  of  Agriculture  advise-  tubbing  a 
chenille  spread  in  warm,   sudsy  water,  then  rinsing  in  warm  water,     i^ang  the 
spread  to  dry  outdoors,   if  possible.    V;hen  it's  almost  dry,   shale  it  well. 


You'll  find  this  much  easier  to  do  if  there's  someone  to  hold  the  other  end  of 
the  spread  and  heir)  keer>  it  off  the  ground. 

To  fluff  u"o  the  chenille,  hang  the  spread  over  a  line  or  lay' it  on  a  table  and  rub 
the  chenille  briskly  with  the  -oalms  of  your  hands  to  raise  the  nao.  .  Brushing 
with  a  whisk  broom  will  also  hole  to  make  the  nan  soft  and  fluffy  again. 

How  another  washing  question...  how  to  wash  a  school  girl's  woolen  skirt. 
The  letter  says:     "ky  young  daughter  has  two  light-weight  wool  skirts  that  she 
wears  to  school.     They  get  soiled  quickly  and  sending  them  to  the  cleaners 
takes  a  week.     Is  there  any  way  to  wash  these  wool  skirts  at  hone?" 

Yes,  many  r>  conic  do  wash  wool  garments  at  home.     But  make  sure  the  wool  .; 
won't  shrink  when  you  wash  it,  and  that  the  color  won't  run.     Test  a  small 
niece  of  the  fabric  if  you  can  before  you  out  the  whole  skirt  in  the  tub. 

Still  another  noint  to  consider  before  laundering  is  the  way  the  skirt  is 
made.    A  bias-cut  skirt  may  get  out  of  shaoe  when  laundered.    And  a  nleated 
skirt  may  be  difficult  to  nress.     If  you  wash  a  floated  skirt,  you  can  make 
n  res  sing  easier  by  basting  the  bottom  of  the  nleats  in  nlace  before  you  wash  it, 

Now  for  actually  laundering.     ''/ashing  by  hand  is  less  likely  to  shrink 
woolens  and  make  them  lose  their  softness  than  washing  by  machine.     Don't  soak 
wool  garments.     Use  mild  lukewarm  suds  -  and  no  strong  washing  nowdcr.  Don't 
rub  soao  directly  on  the  skirt.     Squeeze  and  work  the  skirt  in  the  suds  with- 
out rubbing.     But  don't  let  it  stand  in  the  suds. 

Wringing  tends  to  stretch  wool  garments  out  of  shame.     So,  when  you're 
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through  with  the  first  washing,  squeeze  out  water    ently,  and  wash  the  skirt 
in  another  suds  of  the    same  temperature.     Again,  squeeze  out  the  suds,  and 
rinse  in  several  changes  of  lukewarm  water,     Soli  the  skirt  in  a  towel  to 
squeeze  out  the  moisture.     ihen  take  it  out  of  the  towel  right  away  and  dry  it. 
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Don't  iron  the  skirt  until  it's    nearly  dry. 

Dry  the  garment  in  a  warm  place ....  "but  not  near  a  fire  or  in  direct  sun- 
light.   And  never  let  a  wool  garment  freeze.     Steam-press  while  the  skirt  is 
still  dai.ro.     Use  two  press  cloths....  one  of  wool  and  one  of  cotton  or  linen. 
Spread  the  wool  press  cloth  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  skirt,  then  dampen  the 
second  "Dress  cloth  and  lay  it  over  the  woolen  press  cloth.     Set  your  iron  down 
on  the  top  press  cloth,  lift  it,  and  set  it  down  again.     Do  this  until  the 
fahric  is  -Dressed.     Don't  iron  back  and  forth.    After  pressing  a  part  of  the 
fabric,  lift  both  cloths  and  beat  out  the  steam  left  in  the  wool  with  the  palms 
of  your  hands. 

Never  "Dress  moisture  completely  out  of  wool.     If  you  do,  it  will  get  shiny 
and  lifeless  looking.    ".Then  you've  finished  "Dressing  a  wool  garment,  just  hang 
it  up  carefully  to  get  thoroughly  dry. 

This  leaves  one  more  question  to  answer.     "How  can  I  remove  a  grease  stain 
from  wall-"oaDer?" 

On  wall-paper  the  trick  is  to  draw  out  the  grease...  to  put  on  something 
that  will  absorb  it,  textile  chemists  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  say.  Try 
laying  a  niece  of  clean  blotting  -oaoer  on  the  stain...  or  a  paper  to^el,  or 
cleansing  tissue.     Then  press  the  parser  with  a  flatiron  that's  barely  warm.  In 
many  cases  the  heat  will  melt  the  grease,  and  the  blotting  paper  will  absorb  it, 

If  that  does  not  remove  the  grease  spot,  make  a  stiff  paste  of  carbon 
tetrachloride  and  dry  cornstarch.     Spread  the  paste  over  the  spot.     Put  it  on 
about  half  an  inch  thick.     The  paste  will  gradually  dry  and  fall  off,  so  spread 
a  Piece  of  newspaper  on  the  floor  to  catch  what  falls.     If  some  grease  is  left 
on  your  wall-paper  when  all  the  paste  has  come  off,   try  the  paste  treatment 
over  again. 

It's  good  wartime  thrift  to  take  care  of  wall-paper  these  days,  because 
war  demands  have  cut  down  the  manufacture  of  new  paper,  and  you1 11  have  a  small- 
er choice  of  colors  and  designs  if  you  have  to  buy  any.  So  make  the  wall-paper 
you  have  now  last  as  long  as  possible. 
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